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Editorial 
 
The last two years have warped the perception of time: is it a long time or a short 
time since the pandemic began in what seems an eternity? There is so much about 
time in this issue. A lifetime of service to the city by one remarkable woman is 
recounted in one of our talks. Understanding the evolution of the earth over millions 
of years to which humankind is but a coda is hard, looking at a mere quarter of a 
millennium of weather records more graspable, except that each points to the same 
salutary conclusion. Guided walks through historic Oxford, mapped in another talk, 
take in so many centuries and layers of culture. And nature: is the enigmatic green 
man carved on so many ancient buildings now saying, as he looks down, ‘Watch 
out’?  

Are seven centuries a long time? It might not have been possible in these 
straitened times to visit the beautifully illustrated exhibitions in Oxford or attend the 
events that celebrated Dante. We are fortunate here to have as our guide Diego 
Zancani. His thoughtful and illuminating unravelling of why Dante’s legacy is so 
enduring brings Italy’s national poet very close to us today. But the last word goes 
beyond time, to love, as the young poet tries to express his earthly passion for 
Beatrice whom he would later make his guide in Paradise. 

 
The Editors 

 
Chairman’s Report 
I see that my Autumn report last year illustrates the fallibility of predictions!  I’d been 
hopeful that, with two summer events having taken place as planned, our winter 
programme might also be returning to a familiar pattern. However, Omicron arrived 
with a vengeance shortly before our planned Christmas carol service and lunch, so 
that, once again, our celebrations had to be cancelled. Ever optimistic, we’ve 
booked with Exeter College again for this year.  We had a tantalising return to in-
person talks in the Engineering department in November and December, and were 
beginning to master the technology to broadcast on Zoom at the same time, but by 
January were back to Zoom only. As I write this, we still have two more talks to 
come, in February and March, and we hope they’ll both be in person again.  By the 
time you read this, you’ll know whether at least one of them has been held in the 
Engineering department. And because, for Social members, this Newsletter will 
include application forms for summer outings, you’ll see that we hope to be back to 
our usual programme of outings by the summer. We’ve been very fortunate to have 
Zoom available but I’m very much looking forward to a return to our in-person 
meetings and outings.   

Given the uncertainty of the last couple of years, the AOUP website 
(http://www.aoup.ox.ac.uk) and email have been valuable ways of keeping in touch 
with many of you and we’d like to make sure that we can reach as many of you as 
possible this way. If you haven’t received email messages from us and would like to 
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do so, please complete the form that you’ll find with this Newsletter and return it to 
us.  Please also complete the form if you’d like us to know that we shouldn’t expect 
to reach you by email – it's helpful to know who and how many people there are in 
this category. You’ll also find a box on this form to tick if you’d like to receive paper 
copies of the two Newsletters (Autumn 2020 and Spring 2021) that we could only 
print electronically because Covid restrictions prevented us meeting to label the 
envelopes.  

I’ve been particularly aware during the last couple of years of the value of AOUP 
at many different levels. We are a broad community with a wide range of interests 
and the success of our activities is due to the work of many people.  Recent months 
have seen the resurgence of two walking groups after the hiatus caused by Covid, 
and we have long established foreign language discussion groups – French, 
German and Spanish. And of course the committee has been very active, with 
members brilliant at reacting to the changing circumstances – including committee 
meetings by Zoom! They keep ideas coming for talks and for outings and there is a 
strong sense of a shared commitment. The maximum term of service is six years 
and David Bicknell has now reached that and, by the time you read this, he will 
have stepped down. He’s been planner and organiser for many of the summer 
outings and also for the longer visits, sharing the lead for the Isle of Man and 
Glasgow trips. He’s generously agreed to continue to assist in planning longer trips 
in future. I’m hugely grateful for everything he’s done for AOUP and I’m going to 
miss him on a personal level too. I’m also very grateful to Carole Barr, who has 
done a splendid job managing the application forms for our outings, but is now 
having to step down. If any of you would be interested in joining the committee, do 
please let me know - we are always very pleased to welcome new members and 
it’s a very rewarding activity. 

 
Gilliane Sills 

 
Pensioner Welfare Officer’s Report 

It has been a busy period since my report in the last newsletter. After many 
months of homeworking, in November the pensions team returned to working in the 
office at least part of the week. It was nice to finally reconnect with colleagues in 
person and felt surprisingly normal after such a long hiatus. Of course, as Covid 
cases rose again, office working was rolled back wherever possible, and our team 
was once again told to work from home. As I write at the end of January, we are 
due to go back to the office from next week.  Something of a rollercoaster! 
Hopefully you have noticed no change in the level of service the team are offering 
through these comings and goings. 

I have been continuing to make contact with many of you either by phone or 
email or, when Covid case rates have allowed, in person and it’s always very good 
to hear from you, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.  As I have 
mentioned before, I tend to first introduce myself to those of you within Oxfordshire 
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when you reach the age of 78, but of course I am available to any retiree of any age 
and by phone to those of you beyond the county.   

I am quite often asked how I work and what sort of support I can offer. I think 
when we first meet, it’s about us getting to know one another a little; often a chat 
about the university, especially what you did and how you have been finding 
retirement. And then the sort of things that I might offer... this is very variable, but 
have included giving encouragement after an illness or accident; helping with a blue 
badge application or Attendance Allowance application; being a friendly and 
informative support to those living with dementia; being a listening ear when 
someone is terminally ill or after a bereavement; linking people to local services, 
both council-provided and voluntary; providing information on housing options...  
So, as I say please don’t hesitate to get in touch whatever it is, or even if there is 
nothing specific and you would just like a visit or to speak on the phone. 

One part of the Welfare Officer role has been to facilitate applications to the 
university’s Littlemore Fund for those experiencing financial hardship. In 
Michaelmas Term, this fund and two others were re-launched as the ‘Staff Top-up 
Fund’. The Staff Top-up Fund is designed to provide support to current university 
staff, retired university staff members and the dependents of retired university staff 
members after their death, who may require assistance with unexpected debt, 
whether it’s caused by a temporary shortfall or increased expenditure. The fund 
offers an important safety net. Examples of successful applications by retired staff 
members have included covering the cost of essential home aid equipment such as 
a mobility scooter, funds for unexpected house repair and help with clearing debt. 

All applications are assessed by a Management Board who decide whether or 
not an award will be made. Unfortunately, the Fund is only available to staff and 
retired staff of the university and not current or retired college staff.  Please be 
aware that a financial shortfall will need to be demonstrated and it can take several 
weeks for applications to be assessed. For more information, see 
https://hr.admin.ox.ac.uk/staff-top-up-fund.  If you think you might have cause to 
apply, do give me a call, and I’ll be happy to talk it through with you. 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2022. 
 Julia Powles,  

Julia Powles, Pensioners’ Welfare Officer, University of Oxford, 6 Worcester St., 
Oxford. OX1 2BX. Tel: 01865 616203, Email: julia.powles@admin.ox.ac.uk. 
 
And the number for the Oxfordshire County Council Adult Social Care Team is 
0345 050 7666 

Spring/Summer Talks and Events for 2022 

Talk  
It is hoped that this talk will be taking place in the Department of Engineering, if that 
is not possible it will be on Zoom. Please check the AOUP website for more details. 
16th March Shakespeare’s First Folio – Emma Smit 
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Events 
5th, 6th & 28th April  Westminster Abbey  
3rd & 11th May   Kew Gardens 
9th-14th May   5 day visit to Glasgow 
16th & 23rd June  Sulgrave Manor 
12th & 18th July  Winchester Cathedral and Hospital of St Cross 
1st August   Highclere 
2nd August   Garden Party at St Hugh’s College 
15th & 19th September Windsor Castle and Savill Gardens 
 
Feature 
DANTE’s popularity and the dangers of intellectual pride. 
 

I am grateful to Anne Walters 
for inviting me to write a piece 
about Dante on the occasion 
of the 700th anniversary of his 
death, but I am not a 
professional Dantist, although 
I have taught some of his 
works, and marked a sufficient 
number of students’ essays, to 
know how passionate the 
discussion of individual 
passages in Dante’s works 
can be. 

Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) 
and his works are, in many 
ways, a puzzle. We know little 
about Dante’s life, his family, 
his whereabouts, his 
involvement in Florentine 

politics. His main work, known as Comedía (the title Divine Comedy would become 
current only in the second half of the 16th century) is a very complex poem penned 
in a new kind of Italian verse, in which three lines of hendecasyllables are linked 
together by the rhyming scheme ABA, known as terza rima, or tercets. Dante’s 
poem was frowned upon by some contemporary poets and scholars because it was 
not written in Latin. 

It is divided into three main sections, or cantiche, known as Hell, Purgatory and 
Paradise, referring to a voyage, or pilgrimage, in the afterworld, by Dante himself, 
with Virgil as his guide up to Purgatory and Beatrice from there onwards. It is an 
allegorical, moral tale, representing, among other things, the strong human fear of 
the harsh, eternal punishments of the souls in Hell, the hope of individuals for the 

Domenicho di Michelino, Dante is pictured holding a copy of the 
Divine Comedy between the three imaginary realms of his poem and 

the city of Florence (Florence Cathedral) 
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purification of Purgatory, a realm that did not exist in the Old Testament, (it was in 
fact a concept developed in the 12th century and established by the Catholic 
Church at the Council of Lyons in 1270) and the desire for eternal bliss in Paradise. 
The ascending journey is marked by gruesome and some positively comic, even 
scurrilous episodes in the presence of devils in Hell, while the atmosphere of 
Purgatory is much more serene, and marked by the certainty that the souls possess 
of eventually reaching Paradise, once their sins have been purged. Paradise is the 
most ambitious and abstract of the three kingdoms, and in turn the most difficult to 
represent in human terms, although it contains important and extremely personal 
encounters for Dante. Among the many saints and philosophers, the poet-pilgrim 
meets his great-great-grandfather Cacciaguida, one-time a crusader, who, in a long 
speech, praises the virtues of the austere Florentines of his own time (c. XV-XVI). 

It must be stressed that 
the composition of this 
highly original, fascinating 
narrative was carried out 
over a long period of time, 
probably between c. 1300 
and 1315. It was almost 
certainly begun when 
Dante was still in Florence 
and then continued in 
various Northern Italian 
courts where the author 
was compelled to live in 
exile, having received a 
capital sentence in his 
native city for alleged 
corruption. It is possible 
that at the beginning Dante 
meant to concentrate on 

the worst sinners from Florence, his city divided into black and white parties, where 
pride, envy, and avarice seem to create a very unhealthy society. But during 
Dante’s journey through Purgatory, where the poet himself is being purified from his 
sins, his task becomes more that of a prophet with a mission. Beatrice, after 
reprimanding him for his lack of constancy, will show Dante an allegory of the 
Church, and then assigns him the tasking of writing about it so that the world that 
‘lives badly’ (che mal vive) will benefit. This seems to highlight one of the central 
paradoxes of Dante’s Comedy: his message for the improvement of the world’s 
leaders has constantly been ignored, while the description of human suffering has 
created a more ‘popular’ interest in readers or listeners over the centuries. This 
may be one of the reasons why the Comedy is still so widely read and studied, and 
why we can talk about a ‘popular’ side to Dante. This is something that has been 
rediscovered in recent times.* 

Why might this be? Why does Dante still create such a stir? One colleague told 
me recently that Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales will no longer be taught in some 
Departments of English Literature in the UK because ‘his work does not reflect the 

Eugène Delacroix, La Barque de Dante (Dante and Virgil crossing into 
Hell), (Musée du Louvre, Paris) 
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experience of students’; meanwhile Dante, on the other hand, is widely studied in 
the UK and even more so in North American universities as well as elsewhere. 
What is the fascination with the work of an individual about whom we know so little?  
A few bits of information can be gleaned from his works, but most are vague and 
difficult to interpret, and yet publications concerning Dante’s works and their varied 
interpretations continue to be published and in far greater numbers to mark 
centenaries. 

It was not always like this. Dante’s works were largely ignored in the 17th and 
18th centuries. The ‘cult’ of Dante was revived in Italy and elsewhere by the 
Risorgimento, the period in which Italy was being politically unified as a country. It 
was then that his political commitment was re-discovered, and he was dubbed the 
‘Father of the Italian language’. Italian emigrants in England including Ugo Foscolo, 
Mazzini, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and many others, as well as scholars such as 
Paget Toynbee, dedicated important research to Dante’s works. Some scholars, 
and even more politicians such as William Gladstone, were convinced that Dante 
had visited Oxford, which is a fine example of fake news originating in the 15th 
century.  

 Dante wrote in troubled times, and some of his remarks on the state of society 
may indeed seem relevant to our own, confused and anguished present. By 
modern categories Dante was a conservative. He was emphatically convinced that 
society, in his day, was living through a deep crisis, a real catastrophe, largely 
caused by new social groups who were changing the economy and life in general 
especially in Florence. The merchants of Florence who were trading wool, spices 
and commodities all over Europe were considered by Dante to be inferior compared 
to the landed aristocracy of old times. They were the groups that eventually brought 
about the Renaissance, but for Dante they represented a real catastrophe to which 
he reacted with the passion and violence of a true visionary. 

His Comedy has been studied by scholars in all its facets, but in recent years it 
has also enjoyed considerable popularity among huge audiences, many of whom 
gathered in Florence’s piazze, as well as in cinemas and theatres, and in front of 
TV screens,  to listen to explanations of specific episodes from Dante’s journey, 
and the reading of whole cantos by Roberto Benigni, a genial comic actor from 
Tuscany and the director of Life is beautiful, in masterful performances that have 
reached millions on various continents.‡ 

We know from Boccaccio, the 14th-century writer and earliest lecturer on Dante 
in Florence, that some uneducated women in Verona would comment on Dante 
passing by, that ‘he was the one who could go to hell and return whenever he 
pleased’, and one of them even remarked that his tanned complexion and the curly 
beard showed beyond any doubt that he had indeed been near the fires of hell. 
According to Boccaccio, Dante used to smile benevolently when he overheard such 
comments. Another storyteller of the 14th century, Franco Sacchetti tells us that 
some passages from the Comedy were actually sung by workmen in Florence, 
including a blacksmith and a donkey herder. We also know that copies of some of 
Dante’s verse are found both in manuscripts belonging to Florentine merchants, 
and to notaries from Bologna. In other words, Dante’s work had achieved 
widespread popularity among the common people, within a few years of the 
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author’s death. While his attempt to persuade the learned, and the political leaders 
to reform and follow a strict moral code, was largely ignored. 

Although the study of Dante’s works was carried out by scholars, and later by 
university professors, there was always a more ‘popular’ aspect to his Comedy. 
This was particularly appealing to the common reader as stories of well-known 
characters were told in a vivid and striking fashion. 

Dante was indeed a superb raconteur, and this explains the great popularity of 
his poem over the centuries. His characters are vivid, his portrayals passionate, 
and sometimes vigorously critical of contemporary leaders, for example when he 
manages to prove that Pope Boniface VIII, who was still alive when he was writing, 
will certainly end up in Hell, among the members of the clergy who engaged in 
simony (Hell,XIX, 52-57). 

His voyage through Hell and Purgatory is rich in personal encounters, and 
frequently Dante seems to shine a light on certain secret events in history, such as 
the very moment when the adultery of Francesca da Rimini, in canto V of Hell, 
begins, just as the two lovers are reading a Medieval romance. On other occasions 
the narrator’s privilege is such that he can reveal the last moments of a tragic 
character, such as Count Ugolino della Gherardesca being locked up in a tower in 
Pisa, who died of hunger together with his sons on the orders of the local 
archbishop. Sometimes the revelation goes even further as in the case of a military 
strategist, a consultant of princes and popes, Count Guido from Montefeltro 
(c.1223-1298) who had become a Franciscan friar later in life and was universally 
considered a saint. Dante shows that when Guido died, St Francis in person rushed 
to collect his soul and take it to Heaven, but a ‘black cherubin devil’ intervened 
proving that Guido was a liar, a fraudulent counsellor, and that his soul belonged to 
Hell. Furthermore, the black cherubin, in a comic twist, when addressing Guido’s 
soul added ‘Perhaps you did not know that I was a logician!’ In saying so, he had 
proven that there could be no pardon without repentance, and repentance could not 
exist if a sin had been committed intentionally, even if the Pope himself, as in this 
case, had given his pardon before receiving Guido’s fraudulent advice. Nobody 
knew this of course, but Dante, once again, reveals what he sees as the truth. 

Of great interest, is canto XXVI of Hell, where Dante meets a mythological epic 
hero, Ulysses, and the narrative is probably entirely invented by the poet himself, 
since no ancient models have been found.  

Ulysses is undergoing his punishment together with another mythical figure, 
Diomedes, and they are both engulfed in flames, because they acted as astute 
advisers and caused great damage during the war at Troy and on other occasions.  
But Dante is extremely keen to know something totally new: how did Ulysses meet 
his death? 

  But just before meeting Ulysses, (Hell XXVI, 19-24) Dante seems to become 
aware of the dangers of intellectual pride with the following words that appear to 
emphasise, in Lino Pertile’s reading, that the misuse of intelligence, not tempered 
by ‘virtue’ can indeed be dangerous. Why should the poet otherwise ‘restrain his 
talent’? 
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I know that I grieved then, and now again, 

I grieve when I remember what I saw, 

And more than ever I restrain my talent, 

Lest it run a course that virtue has not set, 

For if a lucky star or something better 

Has given me this good, I must not misuse it. 
 
Ulysses persuaded his sailors to join him on a perilous journey, a folle volo ‘a crazy 
flight’, to try and find out what lies beyond the pillars of Hercules, and he did this by 
stating that human beings are naturally hungry for knowledge.  But his journey, 
which lasts over five ‘moons,’ is doomed to failure because he wants to reach the 
mountain on which lies the Earthly Paradise at the beginning of Purgatory, and this 

cannot be allowed to a pagan who 
lacks the necessary Christian ‘virtue’. 
Although many scholars have 
generally accepted that Ulysses is in 
Hell as a dangerous adviser in war, 
Dante seems to emphasise his sin of 
pride, not tempered by ‘virtue’. 

This is not the only passage in 
which Dante may be thinking of his 
own place in the afterworld, even if 
Beatrice will later reassure him about 
his salvation. In an episode we have 
already mentioned, at the beginning 
of Hell, in canto V, Dante is obviously 
deeply affected by the punishment of 

the lustful in the ‘infernal storm’ and, after talking to Francesca da Rimini, he suffers 
what physicians would call the first recorded instance of an ‘emotional syncope’: ‘I 
fell like a dead body falls’ (caddi come morto corpo cade), which seems to 
emphasise a deep personal involvement in the fate of the damned. 

Therefore lust and intellectual pride may be two aspects that the individual 
author of such a complex and original work had to watch, to be sure of his own 
destiny. 

 
©Diego Zancani 

 
*I am particularly indebted to Lino Pertile’s book, Dante popolare (Ravenna, Longo 
2021) for much of what follows. 
‡Many of Benigni’s readings are available on DVD and on YouTube. 
Translation by Mark Musa. 

 

William Blake, The Circle of the Lustful, (Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery). 
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Reports of Winter Talks and Walks 
 
The end of the world as we know it:  mass extinctions past, 
present and future - Professor Erin Saupe 
 

On October 20th Professor Saupe of the Department 
of Earth Sciences at Oxford University gave a wide 
ranging, and excellent, talk on mass extinctions.  This 
talk is especially relevant at the present time as the 
world faces significant challenges and changes that 
result from anthropogenically driven climate change.  
The response of the overall Earth System is not just 
global warming, and its obvious effects such as heat 
bubbles, forest fires and extreme weather, but 
potentially catastrophic changes such as ocean 
acidification and a reduction in faunal diversity which 
results from individual species becoming extinct.  
Environmental scientists are increasingly worried 

about the possible scale and effect of these changes.  A worst case scenario is that 
global warming could cause a major mass extinction event with dramatically 
decreased faunal diversity and potentially the disappearance of homo sapiens from 
the fossil record.  

Erin Saupe’s talk was broadly divided into three parts.  In the first part she 
looked at the historic record of mass extinction events, in the second part what the 
result of rapid global warming could be for the modern Earth, and in the third part 
she speculated briefly on whether we are heading for another mass extinction and 
what this might mean for the future of homo sapiens. 

The world has seen many mass extinctions.  They all share some major 
characteristics.  These are global events which show large scale environmental 
perturbations. They are rapid and result in significant and prolonged reductions in 
global biodiversity.  There have been five mass extinction events in the last 450 
million years.  The Late Ordovician (440 Ma which saw a 52% reduction in 
species), the Late Devonian (370 Ma, 50% reduction), the Late Permian (250 Ma, 
83% reduction), the Late Triassic (200 Ma, 73% reduction) and the late Cretaceous 
(65Ma, 40% reduction).  

The event that most people are aware of is the late Cretaceous event which was 
the result of a large object (asteroid or comet) 10 km in diameter which impacted 
the Earth near what is now the Yucatan peninsula in Mexico.  Although there would 
have been immediate results, the long term consequences would have played out 
over many years.  Debris in the atmosphere would have cause total darkness (a 
nuclear winter).  The impactor would have vaporised CO2 rich limestones and S-
rich evaporate deposits.  The former released into the atmosphere causes global 
warming and ultimately, as CO2 gets dissolved into sea water, ocean acidification.  
S in the atmosphere causes acid rain.   

Professor Erin Saupe 
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The other mass extinction events were the result of Earth’s own internal 
processes which saw the short-lived extrusion of voluminous amounts (billions of 
cubic kilometres) of basaltic magma onto relatively small areas of the Earth’s 
surface.  These Large Igneous Provinces drive climate change.  Basaltic magmas 
carry significant volumes of CO2, which as the magma crystallises is released into 
the atmosphere.  This drives global warming, ocean acidification and oceanic 
anoxia.  Acidification means that oceanic fauna that secrete carbonate shells (as 
most do) cannot do so as the carbonate dissolves.  The Late Permian event, which 
saw the eruption of the Panjal Traps basaltic sequence (largely in what is now 
Siberia), resulted in global warming of 10oC.  The tropics became too hot to sustain 
life.  83% of genera and 96% of species became extinct.  

As shown above previous mass extinction events have been caused either by 
natural global processes or by an external impactor.  In the early 21st century the 
human race is running an interesting experiment to see whether it can replicate an 
extinction event.  Humans are agents of change.  Anthropogenic emissions of CO2 
are already causing ozone layer depletion and ocean acidification. Projected heat 
stresses could make areas of the Earth uninhabitable.  Modelling shows that there 
will be a reduction through time in the areas where crops can be grown.  Professor 
Saupe showed models that her group have produced that related to species decline 
and why some taxa go extinct.  Global warming will drive species to move 
(disperse) due to changes in niche.  However, some species will disappear, and 
some already have.  Modelling shows that some regions (such as the tropics and 
most of Latin America and Africa) will see a significant decrease in biodiversity.  
However, colder areas, such as Siberia or Alaska, will see an increase in 
biodiversity as they warm up.  This relates to an important point that she made.  As 
a result of plate tectonics, exposed areas of continental crust move around.  During 
some of the previous extinctions they formed a super continent from which there 
was no escape.  At this point in geological time continents are distributed across 
the globe from the tropics to the poles and this reduces the possibility of mass 
extinction.  

What is the “take home message” from Professor Saupe’s talk?  As part of 
humankind’s global experiment we are already seeing similarities with previous 
extinctions.  Global warming is already leading to ocean acidification and anoxia 
and to ozone destruction.  In some regions faunal diversity is already decreasing.  
Coral bleaching and the plight of the polar bear point in only one direction.  Erin 
Saupe’s final view was that although the world will see significant changes due to 
global warming, homo sapiens will survive.  It was an excellent and thought 
provoking lecture.  
 

Peter J. Treloar 
 

January 2022 - Associate Professor of Palaeobiology, Erin Saupe, is one of nine 
UK recipients of the 2022 Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists, in recognition of 
her work using the fossil record to understand how species respond to 
environmental changes over both long and short timescales. 
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Olive Gibbs, Oxford Politician and Peace Campaigner – Liz 
Woolley 
 

Olive Gibbs was twice Lord Mayor of Oxford 
(1974-5 and 1982-3), and once Lady Mayoress 
(1985-6). Supporting her friend Roger Dudman 
who was a widower, she sat on Oxfordshire 
County Council for 12 years, becoming its first 
female chair and its first Labour chair in 1984. 
She was also the chair of national CND from 
1964-7. 

Olive was born in February 1918 to Lazarus 
and Mary Ann Cox in the Christ Church Model 
Dwellings which were in St Thomas’s, a working 
class parish off the Oxpens Road in Oxford, and 
had a much older brother Syd. She was baptised 
in St Thomas’s Church on Osney Lane and at 
the age of 2½ her father persuaded the 
headmistress of St Thomas’s School in Osney 
Lane, the ‘formidable’ Miss Haithwaite, to take 
her in as ‘she was a nuisance at home and 

needed discipline’. She won scholarships to Oxford High School and Milham Ford 
school, but her father thought that 
Oxford High was too ladylike for her 
so she went to Milham Ford where 
she passed the school certificate in 
seven subjects, but also set a record 
of 37 detentions. As these were held 
on a Saturday morning she explained 
these away to her parents by saying 
that the school normally had  teaching 
on a Saturday for all the students. 

Olive left school at 16 but suffered 
a bout of bronchitis and pleurisy and 
her godmother, Mother Anna Verena, 
the mother superior of St Thomas’s 
Convent, found her a post in Nice as an 
au pair to help her recover her health and learn French, which she did in the 18 
months she spent there. 

When Olive returned to Oxford in 1936 at age 18 she wanted to follow her 
brother Syd into journalism but was rejected by the Oxford Mail because she was a 
woman. Instead she got a job as a junior librarian at Oxford Central Library in St 
Aldates and three years later was promoted to Librarian in charge of the four school 
library depots where she stayed until 1944. 

Olive Gibbs – Oxford Mail 

St Thomas’s Oxford – Ordnance Survey 1921 
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Although her strict father stopped Olive doing many things she did have a good 
social life and in 1936 she met 
Edmund Gibbs, the son of a 
prominent left wing councillor, at 
an RAF dance. They started going 
out and every Sunday evening 
would go and listen to Abe 
Lazarus, a communist activist, 
speaking to crowds in St Giles. 
They married in 1940 and their 
sons Andrew and Simon were 
born in 1944 and 1951. 

Olive’s active involvement in 
local politics began in 1952 when 

she spearheaded a fight to save 
nursery schools, including her own 
former school St Thomas’s, and the 

partial success of this campaign led her to join the Labour party and was elected 
councillor of West Ward the following year, a position she held  for 30 years.  

Olive suffered a nervous breakdown in 1954 due to worry about her children’s 
illnesses, the challenges of public work and, she 
believed, suffering a delayed reaction to her father’s 
bad treatment of her as a child. She recovered from 
this partly by working politically for the historian 
M.R.D. Foot and partly through psychiatric 
treatment. 

Her long career in local government was 
distinguished by three major successes. In 1958 
she and Edmund, who was also a labour councillor, 
led a revolt of 6 Labour councillors on the majority 
Labour council against the proposal to build an 
inner relief road through Christ Church meadow. In 
1959 Olive watched as Edmund climbed onto a 
specially erected scaffolding to swing a hammer to 
strike the first blow to demolish the Cutteslowe 
Walls, which were 7 feet high and topped with 
rotating spikes, that had been built in 1934 by a 
developer to separate his private residences from adjacent slum-clearance council 
tenants. In late 1960s Olive successfully prevented the demolition of most of 
Jericho for slum clearance. Olive also believed in educational opportunities for all 
people, irrespective of their talents or abilities, and was an energetic chair of the 
College of Further Education (now the City of Oxford College) and was governor of 
Oxford Polytechnic (now Oxford Brookes), receiving the first honorary degree 
awarded there and having the Humanities and Social Sciences building named 
after her. 

Olive and Edmund Gibbs – from ‘Our Olive: the Autobiography 
of Olive Gibbs’ (Dugdale, 1989) 

Olive and Edmund with their 
sons – from ‘Our Olive: the 

Autobiography of Olive Gibbs’ 
(Dugdale, 1989) 
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She was made a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire and for her outstanding 
service to the city she was made an 
Honorary Freeman and Gibbs Crescent 
(a new street of social housing near 
Osney Marina) was named after her and 
was opened by her in 1985. She was also 
given the freedom of the City of London. 

For family reasons Olive declined to 
stand for parliament but she was active in 
national politics, especially the campaign 
for nuclear disarmament. She was at a 
RAF dance in Boars Hill in August 1945 
when the news of the Hiroshima bombing 
broke and recalled ‘The entire mess rose 

to its feet, throwing caps in the air and wildly cheering. I alone remained slumped in 
my seat, pale and trembling…I knew for a certainty that the worst crime in the 
history of man had just been committed.’ 

In 1957 she was upset when Nye Bevan changed his position on nuclear 
weapons and in 1958 was one of the founders of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, coming to national attention in 1959 when she attacked a pamphlet 
published by the Women’s Voluntary Service which described radiation sickness as 
‘a nasty kind of tummy ache’. 

Olive was an active chair of CND from 
1964 to 1967 but she disapproved of direct 
action and personally scrubbed out CND 
graffiti that some students had painted on 
college walls. She joined protest marches at 
Aldermaston with her close friend Michael 
Foot and said of him ‘We shared just about 
everything, except a sleeping bag’. 

Despite her wider involvement with 
national politics Olive’s firm loyalty was to 
Oxford and was fiercely devoted to St 
Thomas’s. In 1975, as one of her acts as Lord 
Mayor, she hosted a reunion of former 
residents at the Town Hall and 600 people 
attended. 

In 1989 she published her autobiography 
‘Our Olive’ up to the 1950’s, a lively and 
candid account. A heavy smoker from her 40s 
onwards Olive suffered from cancer and died 
of lung cancer in 1995 in Iffley Road, her home for over 40 years, at age 77 and 
was buried in St Thomas’s churchyard. 

 
Colin Sparrow 

 

Cutteslowe Walls – Oxford Mail 

Edmund starting the demolition – Oxfordshire 
History Centre 
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The 250th Anniversary of the Radcliffe Observatory – Stephen 
Burt 
 
Oxford’s weather began to be recorded 
in 1767, even before the neoclassical 
Radcliffe Observatory began to be 
constructed in 1772 to the design of 
Henry Keene. The graceful building, 
now part of Green Templeton College, 
became the workplace and home for 
the Chief Astronomer, Thomas 
Hornsby, who held the Savilian Chair of 
Astronomy from 1763. James Wyatt’s 
lovely Tower of the Winds, based on 
the one in Athens, completed the 
elegant structure in 1794. The winds, 
reliefs of each with its Greek name on 
the four sides of the seemingly 
octagonal canted square, are carved by 
John Bacon the Elder who also 
sculpted the group of Hercules and 
Atlas upholding the globe on the roof 
above. Unusual for its lack of integral 
dome, Pevsner calls it ‘architecturally 
the finest observatory in Europe’. The speaker has just co-authored a 2021 O.U.P. 
volume on the city’s long weather records from this site which provides much more 
detail than this short report. Recording continues to this day in the grounds at the 
Oxford Meteorological Station where rainfall and temperature have been measured 
manually each morning for the last 150 years. There were no interruptions during 
the Covid lockdowns the speaker explained as recordings managed to be taken 
each day by one dedicated person. In mainland Europe, weather records do exist 
from Florence, Paris (1688) and Padua (1725), but it is Uppsala, north of 
Stockholm, which holds the longest continuous records in Europe, dating from 1722 
under one Anders Celsius. The 250 years of information gathered in Oxford are 
important both locally in identifying weather occurrences which planners might be 
wise to consult especially re. flooding and on a global scale, where the city’s 
records are found to mirror the rise in the world’s temperatures to some 1.4°C 
above pre-industrial levels.  

Daily records of rainfall and temperature taken since 1815 are very telling. 
Winters are wetter: there has been a six percent increase in rainfall with 2012 the 
wettest year to date.  The five wettest years with the exception of 2006 have all 
fallen in the last ten years. October 2020 was the wettest since 1875 after which the 
railway line had to be rebuilt half a metre higher as a defence against future 
inundations. The Novembers of 1770 and 1852 were notable flood months.  

The Radcliffe Observatory 
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There have been some awful summers 
recorded, such as the infamous ‘year without 
a summer’ in 1816 after the 1815 eruption of 
Mount Tambora (when Mary Shelley had the 
idea for Frankenstein in overcast Geneva) and 
1879. 1826 was a good summer, but the best 
of all was 1976, where the Thames in Oxford 
became a trickle at Wolvercote and stopped 
flowing altogether in July. Summers have 
been getting hotter, however. The record heat 
was the 25th of July 2019 where the 
temperature reached 36.5 in Oxford (this is 
quite a contrast with the 11th of July 1888, 
when snow fell in the town). There has also 
been a ten percent increase in sunshine in 
Oxford (levels of which have been recorded 
since 1880) over 30 years due to a reduction 
in fogs, which as a consequence augments 
sunlight levels during the winter months. 

Extreme events make interesting records. In 1776, Thomas Hornsby recorded 
one noon during the great frosts of that year: ‘wine begins to freeze in my study’. Of 
the frozen Thames, there was an illustration of carriage rides on the ice in Oxford in 
February 1895 at Donnington Bridge. There were record snows in February 1888, 
April 1908, March 1947 (where the melting snow led to flooding) and January 1982. 
The coldest winter since 1740 was in early 1963 when the snow lay in Oxford for 
sixty consecutive days. Stephen Burt was pleased to address an Oxford audience 
who might  have recalled some of these local weather events and remembered in 
their lifetimes other national events such as the great storm of 1987, which are not 
in the memory span of his own undergraduates.  

 Dr Burt ended his talk, delivered in the month after the COP26 summit in 
Glasgow, by drawing the audience’s attention to the dire consequences of even a 
small rise in temperatures over the course of this century. Although some changes 
might confer advantages such as an extension of the growing season to March to 
November rather than April or May to October, as previously, enabling vineyards to 
flourish in southern Britain, real peril lies ahead. The hottest day of the year is 
usually the 28th of July but on the 1st of October 2011, 29.1 degrees centigrade 
was recorded in the city, making it the warmest day of the whole year. Is Oxford 
ready for a climate as hot as Rome’s by the end of the century? 

 
Anne Walters 

 
  

John Radcliffe (1650 – 1714) 
After whom the observatory is named 
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Putting Oxford on the map: from Gough to Google - John 
Leighfield 

 
John Leighfield entertained us on Zoom with a fascinating account of the mapping 
of Oxford over several centuries.  He prefaced his talk with a summary of the 
history of mapping, with reference to maps carved on stone in Anatolia and 
Brittany, and on clay in Babylon.  The earliest maps of Britain were made by 
Ptolemy in 150 AD then by the monk Matthew Paris in 1250 AD to aid pilgrims 
travelling to Canterbury and further afield. 

The Gough map 
 
The antiquarian Richard Gough acquired the map (made by an unknown 

cartographer in late mediaeval times) that bears his name in 1774 and bequeathed 
it to the Bodleian Library.  Made of two animal skins, it shows rivers, but no roads, 
and locates 600 places, showing distances between them.  It is remarkably 
accurate, and researchers still do not know how such accuracy was achieved. 

The invention of the printing press gave a huge impetus to map-making in the 
16th century, since it made the production of maps more economically viable.  There 
were major advances in technology, with the use of the compass, theodolite, 
drawing table and wheel for measuring distances; and a huge increase in the 
number of surveyors.  The dissolution of the monasteries and their transfer to the 
ownership of private landowners or Oxford colleges also necessitated much map-
making, in order to regulate land ownership, calculate rents, and so on. The military 
threat from Spain and the Netherlands was also an incentive to map-making.  
Richard Cromwell produced a map of ports between Lands End and Exmouth, 
showing where forts were needed. Later, in 1570, Queen Elizabeth commissioned 
Christopher Saxton to survey all the counties of England and Wales, and gave him 
a 10-year monopoly on the printing of maps.  Saxton produced his first maps 
(including Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire) in 1574; and published an 
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atlas of all the counties in 1579.  This was the first 
time that any monarch possessed an atlas of their 
whole kingdom. The map was highly influential – 
for example the Ditchley portrait of the Queen 
shows her standing on Saxton’s map – and many 
subsequent map-makers based their maps on 
Saxton’s originals.  For example, when Ralph 
Sheldon commissioned tapestries of maps of four 
counties, they were all based on Saxton’s maps.  
The Sheldon tapestries also came into the 
ownership of Richard Gough and formed part of 
his bequest to the Bodleian Library. 

Saxton’s map had involved such a huge 
investment of time and money that it continued to 
be reprinted for 150 years – and indeed was 
reprinted for military purposes during the civil war.  
Some new editions, based on Saxton’s map, 
introduced new elements – for example, roads 
and administrative areas were added by Philip 
Lea in 1693. 

William Camden, an antiquarian and historian, 
published “Britannia” in Latin in 1586, sparking the development of chorographic 
studies – i.e. detailed descriptions of localities.  In 1611, an amateur historian, John 
Speed, wrote another history of Britain, adding an appendix of maps and town 
plans of all the county towns.  This was so popular that it was recopied and 
republished for 150 years – and with roads added in 1734.  A detailed town plan of 
Oxford had been first produced by Ralph Agas in 1578; and the civil war provoked 
further drawing of town plans.  Wenceslas Hollar produced a town plan in1645; 
then the engineer Sir Bernard de 
Gomme planned defensive earthworks 
in 1646 and mapped them.
   John Ogilby was involved in 
surveying London to aid the rebuilding 
programme after the Great Fire, and 
extended his project to include all the 
roads in England, culminating in the 
publication of a new “Britannia” in 
1675.  This was not a conventional 
map, but a collection of 100 detailed 
itineraries for specific journeys, most 
starting in London, but five of them 
starting in Oxford.  This was the first 
major advance in mapping since 
Saxton’s atlas of 1579.  Other mappings 
followed: Robert Morden’s maps of the 52 English counties in the form of playing 
cards; Robert Plot’s map of Oxfordshire as a frontispiece to his natural history of 
the county; Benjamin Cole’s map and gazetteer of Oxfordshire, listing all the places 

Defensive earthworks around Oxford 

Queen Elizabeth I standing on 
Saxton’s map 
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in the county, and distances between them; Taylor’s first really modern map of 
Oxford (1750), with north upwards; and Thomas Kitchin’s Large English Atlas of 
1760. 

To combat congestion on the city streets, the Oxford Mileways Act of 1771 
required “the ways and streets to be paved, widened and repaired”.   The North 
Gate and East Gate were demolished, the Carfax Conduit removed, and street 
markets relocated from Cornmarket and Butcher Row (now Queen) Street to a 
newly built covered market.  A new map was needed, so William Faden re-
engraved Taylor’s map in 1789, showing the changes.  Other advances in the 18th 
century included John Rocque’s detailed maps of London and Berkshire; Thomas 
Jeffery’s 1” to 1 mile map of Oxford; Richard Davis’s 2” to 1 mile map of Oxford – 
the first to show the new road to London, replacing the old road over Shotover; and 
the first guide book to Oxford in 1764 – with the civil war fortifications still visible. 

The threat of invasion after the French Revolution had a huge impact on 
mapping and prompted the creation of the Ordnance Survey in 1791.  The first map 
– published in 1802 at 1” to 1 mile – was of Kent, the county most vulnerable to an 
invasion.  Mapping moved along the country in bands, from east to west, then 
northwards; and the maps were subject to frequent revision, e.g. to include railway 
lines and stations.  In the mid-19th century, there was a lively debate about the 
optimum scale, culminating in the decision to use a range of scales – 1” to 1 mile 
for the whole country; 6” for mountains and moorland, 25” for cultivated areas; and 
120” for built-up areas with a population of at least 4000. 

Google Earth Image of Oxford Centre 
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John Leighfield concluded his talk with a summary of the 21st century revolution 
in map-making.  Surveying is no longer carried out using triangulation points, but by 
aerial and satellite photography.  This permits the creation of a Geographic 
Information System, permitting the production of multi-layered maps, with data 
including imagery, elevation, transportation, addresses, boundaries and water 
features.  As an example, he showed the Google map of the Engineering 
Department, where his talk would have taken place, but for the pandemic. 

 
 

Richard Sills 
 

 
Christ Church Meadow Guided Walk with Mark Davies 

 
We met up for the walk around Christ Church Meadow in the Memorial garden 
where we learnt that the meadow is like a microcosm for Oxford itself as it’s 
bordered on all four sides by water. As well as the Cherwell and Thames there is 
the Trill Mill stream, which now runs in a culvert under the memorial garden. The 

mill was in existence from 1180 until 
1550, it was later the site for the Green 
Dragon Inn until 1920 when it was 
demolished and the site is now the 
Memorial Garden of Christ Church 
College. 

At the river side we could see where 
St Aldates crosses the river Thames on 
the Norman route out of Oxford using 
the same bridge (part of the bridge can 
be seen  on the right centre in the photo, 
left). The boat in the picture is owned by 
Salters steamers, who have been 

offering boat trips on the Thames from this 
site since 1858. Through the trees to the left 
is Grandpont House which is built on arches 
so that the river can flow underneath. At the 
time when Henry Liddell (the father of Alice 
from Alice in Wonderland) was dean of Christ 
Church, the house was owned by Thomas 
Randall who was a tailor but referred to 
himself as a hatter. Alice used to visit the 
house and took his dog for walks and one 
school of thought is that he was the 
inspiration for the hatter in Alice in 
Wonderland. Walking along the towpath we 
could see rowers training on the river. Rowing 
is important to all the colleges in Oxford and Grandpont House 
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the start of the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race can be traced back to a challenge 
between two Harrow School friends, Charles Wordsworth (nephew of William 
Wordsworth) who was at Christ Church and Charles Merivale who was at St John’s 
College Cambridge in 1829. The challenge was for ‘two teams of eight rowers to 
row a match at or near London during the Easter vacation’ and the annual race was 
born. The first race was held at Henley (which Oxford won) and there was some 
disagreement as to where the rematch should be. Oxford wanted to stay at Henley 
whereas Cambridge wanted to move it to London. The contest was only held 
irregularly for the next 25 years but was eventually held each year at Easter in 
London, apart from during the World Wars and 2020 (due to Covid-19 restrictions). 

Turning away from the river to return to the college you pass by the Botanic 
Garden, which was the site of ‘fire balloon’ flights by James Sadler, the first in 
October 1794, the second flight in November 
1994 was in a hydrogen balloon. He made 
more flights over the next year from 
Manchester but on his last flight in 1795 he 
was badly injured and made no more flights. 
Sadler, who was the first English Aeronaut, 
was actually a pastry cook and tradesman 
and had no scientific training at all, but he 
had contacts with people at Christ Church 
which was how he was able to use Christ 
Church Meadow for his first ascents. There is 
a plaque on the wall (pictured right) which 
commemorates these flights.  

Just past the plaque you go along Dead 
Man’s Walk, with Merton College on the right 
and Merton Field on the left. The name  
derives from the fact that this was the route 
from the Jewish Synagogue (near to Tom 
Tower in St Aldates) to the Jewish cemetery 
which was where the Botanic Garden is now.  

From there the walk went along the Broad Walk in front of the college and we 
arrived back at the starting point. 

All in all this was a very enjoyable walk and full of fascinating history of Alice in 
Wonderland and the Boat Race. 

 
    

     Colin Sparrow 
 
A Walk with Liz Woolley around Nuffield College’s Island Site 

 
We met outside the Said Business School on a cold November afternoon and Liz 
handed out her picture sheets, the front one being an Ordnance Survey map of the 
area dated 1876.  For a large part of its history to that date, Oxford’s importance 
had been due to its position on the River Thames, reinforced by the arrival of the 
West Midlands canal network.   But by the date of the map, that had started to 
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change.  In 1844, Brunel’s Great Western Railway (GWR) arrived in Oxford, with a 
terminus just south of the river in Grandpont.  By 1852, the line had been extended 
to Birmingham and the Grandpont station replaced by one built at the eastern end 
of the Botley Road, adjacent to the station built the previous year by competitors 
LNWR (later LMS).  That station has now, of course, disappeared, but it had been 
close to where we were standing.  The initial proposals for the railway had been 
resisted by the City corporation, the Canal Company and by the University, which 
feared the impact on the morals of students.  Plans were eventually approved that 
included the stipulation ‘that university officials could patrol the new station at 
Oxford and prevent students from travelling to unsuitable places like Ascot and 
Henley, and that the railway company could sell undergraduates tickets only to 
approved destinations’.  

As we walked east up Hythe Bridge Street, we travelled back in time, away from 
the railway and towards the waterways.  The first glimpse was obtained over the 
top of a wall, where a cut from the Castle Mill Stream ran beneath the road.  Shortly 
afterwards, we arrived at the Castle Mill Stream itself, with Upper Fisher Row 
running to our left and Middle Fisher Row to our right, with Lower Fisher Row far 
beyond.  Small terraced cottages were built here to accommodate those who made 
their living from the waterways – river bargemen, fishermen and, later, canal 
bargemen.  These were tight-knit communities, with the family names of Bossom 
and Beesley well established as long-standing rivals.  The pub on the corner of 
Hythe Bridge Street and Middle Fisher Row (now the Oxford Retreat) used to have 
its front door opening on to Middle Fisher Row, facing the water, the focus for 
transport.  A little further on, having crossed the Castle Mill Stream, we reached the 
canal, which now ends here, but which from 1790 used to pass underneath Hythe 
Bridge Street to reach a series of wharves in the canal basin on the other side.  The 
name ‘Hythe’ means ‘landing place’ and the 1876 map marks the bridge itself with 
the name Hythe Bridge.  It also shows the canal extending underneath Worcester 
Street and on between New Road and George Street, with wharves for loading and 
unloading shown around the canal.  The Oxford Canal was an important and 
profitable transport link, carrying coal from Warwickshire to London, along with 
stone and agricultural products.  For the next fifteen years, most commercial traffic 
between London and the Midlands used the route, until the advent of competition 
from the Grand Junction Canal in 1805.  This more direct route eventually led to the 
Oxford Canal carrying mainly local traffic, and this end section was eventually filled 
in (by Lord Nuffield in 1951) and transformed into a car park and Nuffield College. 

We crossed Hythe Bridge Street and walked across the car park to Park End 
Street.  This is so named because the wharves of the Parkend colliery in the Forest 
of Dean were located here.  Park End Street contains a number of buildings telling 
a story of the past.  Liz showed us the furniture packing and storage warehouse of 
Archer Cowley and Company that opened in 1901, (it later became Cantay 
Depositories, the name that is still there).  Towards the end of the nineteenth 
century, warehouses became increasingly ornate to impress potential customers.  
The warehouse was built with a steel frame and reinforced concrete behind a 
decorative gabled red brick frontage, using the most up-to-date construction 
techniques at the time.  
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As the twentieth century progressed, a number of motor-cycle traders 
established themselves in Park End Street.  By 1934 King’s Motors had showroom 
space for 500 motorcycles in a two-storey Art Deco building, faced with yellow Bath 
stone to match the Royal Oxford Hotel next door. 

We followed Liz across Hollybush Row to look at the Jam Factory.  In her photo 
of 1902, the words Frank Cooper Oxford Marmalade were boldly displayed – with 
no hint that marmalade production had started with Mrs Sarah-Jane Cooper!  Her 
recipe had been made and sold in Frank Cooper’s shop in the High Street since 
1874, becoming hugely successful, so that a factory was built and opened in 1903.  
The building is iconic, with many appearances of oranges on the façade.   

The future of the whole area is uncertain.  Leases in Park End Street are not 
being renewed and Nuffield College has major plans for redevelopment, so we felt 
very privileged to have been conducted round the Island site with such a 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic guide before the change that is to come.  

 
Gilliane & Richard Sills 

 
The Green Man walk with Tim Healey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We met outside Brasenose to discover some of the Green Men in Oxford where the 
first question was: 

 
‘What are Green Men?’ 

 
The term ‘Green Man’ was first used by Lady Raglan in March 1939 in an article 

for ‘Folklore’ journal; before that they were known as Foliate Heads. There are two 
types: those who are surrounded by foliage (Composite type) and those with leaves 

Green Man Carving 
(Magdalen College) 
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spilling forth from their mouth (Disgorging type) and they mostly appear on 
European churches and other buildings from 11thC to 20thC CE, although their 
probable roots can be traced back much further. 

What is considered the first instance of the Composite type is the Roman god 
Dionysus who was leaf-clad, but similar figures can be seen in Mesopotamian art 
from around 300 BCE and also in ancient Constantinople. The leaf mask has been 
copied since Roman times and possibly the first example of a disgorging man is on 
the tomb of St Abra in Poitiers, France, which is thought to date from 4thC or 5thC 
CE and does not appear to have any precedent. Similar disgorging heads appear in 
Indian art in Rajasthan but these are approximately three centuries older. 

The heyday of Green Men is 12thC to 15thC CE and they are seen on British, 
French, German and other Western European churches and buildings, although 
they have never been seen in Eastern Europe. Around 13thC CE the French 
composite style of foliate mask prevailed, although in England it was the disgorging 
style that was predominant. 

Green Men largely disappeared in 18thC and 19thC CE but had a revival with the 
Gothic and Arts and Crafts movements and Victorian versions appear on many 
important buildings, such as the Palace of Westminster and St David’s Cathedral, 
and in re-carvings on Oxford and Cambridge colleges, which is where we come in 
with the walk. Tim took us around the side streets off High Street, as well as High 
Street itself, to show us examples of Green Men, some of which appear below. If 
you look up at older buildings when walking around Oxford, especially where there 
are carved friezes and carved ornamentation around doors and windows, you will 
see many more. 
  

Examination Schools 
 

University Church – Priests’ seats by 
the altar 
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Colin Sparrow   

 
Miscellany 
 
AOUP Walking Groups 

 
The first logged Amblers Anonymous walk led by David Chamberlain was on 31 
August 2007, starting from Canterbury Road. It was a circular walk via Port 
Meadow, Binsey, Godstow, Wolvercote and finishing at Hythe Bridge Street which 
David noted was a rather ambitious walk being too long for some members.  

David continued, leading a hundred walks until 18 March 2016, finishing with a 
repeat of his first walk starting in Canterbury Road on 5 April 2016. He then 
continued for another year leading the groups "favourite" walks. In January 2020, 
the walking group offering longer walks was renamed AOUP Ramble On with 
Amblers Anonymous continuing to offer shorter walks. 

 
Amblers Anonymous 

We are quite a small Group that meet once a month on the third Friday morning 
but recently more people have registered an interest in walking what is really quite 
a short distance, two to three and half miles, with a probable coffee break at the 
end, so it is in some ways more of a Social Meeting too. 

The Group hopes that many of the members will offer to organise a Walk in an 
area of their choice, possibly recognising that some do not have transport, so the 
nearer buses the better. The more people we have who are able to help in this way 
the better and we will be able to continue as we do not have a permanent Walk 
Leader, and therefore we try to take it in turns. 

Taking it in turns often means that the Leader of the Day has specialist 
knowledge of their own home territory! So, this last year since we were able to get 

Brasenose College All Souls College 
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together in July, we have walked in the Wolvercote, Wytham, Boars Hill, Kidlington, 
Long Wittenham and Abingdon areas. And yes, I did take a wrong path on one 
occasion! Following most of these we have had coffee at a hostelry or café and on 
two occasions, lunch at the home of the Leader. Of course staying on is not 
compulsory! 

Hills and stiles are not too popular and Winter means we really have to stay in 
areas not at risk of flooding. Safety First. 

Let us hope that Covid and all its variants does not stop us from getting out in 
2022. 

If you would like to join us for a walk or for further information please email 
Susan Greenford on susangreenford@uwclub.net 
 
AOUP Ramble On 

AOUP Ramble On is a very friendly group offering a wide range of sociable 
walks between 4 to 6 miles in Oxford and surrounding countryside on 1st Thursday 
of the month which are for AOUP Social Members and their guests to join. 

We visit many fine historic local towns and villages and places of interest 
surrounding the city.  

The walks are mostly circular returning to the starting point and sometimes but 
not always accessible by public transport. 

Within the City, there are many open spaces and parks to be walked, from 
ancient farmland and the historic grazing areas of Port Meadow to the more formal 
University Parks, Christ Church Meadows and Magdalen College Deer Park, all 
within the Oxford Ring Road. An aerial view of Oxford shows an unexpected 
number of green open spaces. 

Some examples of recent walks include a circular walk and visit to Broughton 
Castle, Dorchester to Wittenham Clumps, exploring Wytham Woods, Shotover via 
C.S.Lewis nature reserve, and a walk from Begbroke via Bladon to see Winston 
Churchill’s grave. We walk along picturesque country field-paths, river and canal 

Some photos from recent Ramble On walks 
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paths, and also have ‘seasonal’ walks looking for fritillaries, bluebells and 
Christmas mince pie walks and evening “pub walks” in the summer months. 

The walks are sociable and an excellent way of meeting people and exercising 
in a safe outdoor environment. 

Pictures of recent walks can be found on the AOUP Facebook page.   
If you would like to join us for a walk or for further information please email 

Rosemary Williams on aouprambleon@gmail.com 
 
Oxford Civic Society 
 
Those of you who enjoyed the talk given by Ian Green, Chairman of Oxford Civic 
Society, to AOUP in October 2019 (see report in AOUP’s Spring 2020 Newsletter) 
might be interested to know that Oxford Civic Society is looking for a new Honorary 
Secretary and also has several vacancies for Trustees of the Society. If you would 
like more information please contact Gillian Coates (OCS Vice-Chair, email: 
gillian2751@gmail.com). 
 
 
Dante’s ‘Early Morning Dream’ 

 
The following sonnet comes from Dante’s early work Vita Nuova, dedicated to his 
love for Beatrice. It was supposed to be sent to various poets inviting them to give 
their interpretation of Dante’s vision. The translation is by Anthony Mortimer, an 
excellent translator and one of my first professors at Bocconi University in Milan. 

 
Diego Zancani 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti with Ford Madox 
Brown, Beata Beatrix, (Birmingham 

Museum and Art Gallery) 
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For every gentle heart and captive soul 
To whom this verse arrives, in hope that they 
Will write back and expound his sense to me, 
These greetings in the name of Love, their lord. 
The night already had traversed a third 
Of those set hours when stars light up the sky 
When Love appeared before me suddenly, 
And in a form I shudder to recall. 
Love first seemed full of joy, and in his hand 
He held my heart, while in his arms he had 
My lady shrouded in a cloth, asleep. 
He woke her then, and with my heart that burned 
Devoutly fed her, though she was afraid: 
At last I saw him take his leave and weep. 
 
Further reading: 
P. Hainsworth and David Robey, Dante: A Very Short Introduction, OUP, 2015. 
M. Santagata, Dante. The Story of his Life, Harvard U.P., 2016 (available online). 
L. Pertile, Dante popolare, Ravenna, Longo, 2021. 

Crossword 
 
Here are the answers to David Chamberlain’s last crossword in the Autumn 2021 
issue of the newsletter. 
 
Across: 
1. Not By Bread Alone; 11. Hoe; 12. Lien; 13. Royals; 15. Oracle; 17. Lout;  
19. Spear; 20. Eyesore; 23. Ashy; 25. PC; 26. Awe; 27. Chief; 29. University Parks; 
33. Ed; 34. PR; 35. Role; 36. Dear; 38. Take; 40. Orb; 41. Bot; 42. Bridge; 45. Use; 
47. Fed; 48. Of The White Eagle; 54. Rose; 55. Had; 56. Rang; 57.Ailed; 59. Lee; 
60. Crossroads; 61. Wren. 
 
Down: 
1. Nurse; 2. Thyme; 3. Boa; 4. Yellowed; 5.East; 6. DLO; 7. Airship; 8. Leap Year; 
9. Once; 10.Exercise; 14. Sorer; 16. Lap; 18. UE; 21. Yonder; 22. Saver; 23. Act; 
24.Shy; 28. Fro; 30. Spat; 31. Irk; 32. Klug; 36. Donor; 37. Abuts; 38. To; 39. 
Ordeal; 41. Bee; 42. Beer; 43. Digger; 44. Eleven; 46. She; 47. FT; 49. Four; 50. 
Whir; 51. Halo; 52. Idea; 53. Anew; 57. As; 58.DD. 
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Obituaries 
The Association has been notified of the following deaths. Please note that the 
University’s Pensions Office is not necessarily informed in every case of the deaths 
of widows/widowers of University pensioners. So if readers are aware of any 
member of the Association (pensioner or spouse/partner) whose recent death has 
not been reported in the list, the Editors would be grateful to be informed. They can 
then pass the information to the Pensions Office as appropriate. 
 Sometimes we do not receive details of the deceased’s post or departmental or 
college association. In such cases (which are marked with an asterisk) the 
AOUP Chairman will be glad to hear from any reader who does have the 
information, as it can then be recorded in a subsequent issue.  
 
Amplifications/Corrections to previous entries 
Mrs Marina Fennell, 1 February 2021. Mrs Fennell was the widow of Professor 
John L I Fennell, Professor of Russian, Emeritus Fellow of New College. 
Mr Michael Gardner, 23 April 2021. Mr Gardner’s substantive post on retirement 
was as Administrator, Physical and Theoretical Chemistry Laboratory. The 
Pharmacology post was a temporary post-retirement position. 
2020 
Professor Anthony J Nicholls, 26 January, Emeritus Professor of Modern 
German History, Emeritus Fellow of St Antony’s College. 
Professor Peter B C Matthews, 3 March, Emeritus Professor of Sensorimotor 
Physiology, Department of Physiology, Anatomy and Genetics, Emeritus Student of 
Christ Church. 
Miss Mary Jane Hands, 13 December, Treasurer, Emeritus Fellow of Somerville 
College. 
2021 
Mr John B P O’Sullivan, 20 June, Administrator, Department of Earth Sciences. 
Mr Stewart Deakin, 5 July, Financial Controller, Chemistry Research Laboratory. 
Miss Elizabeth G W Mackenzie, 19 July, University Lecturer in English, Emeritus 
Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall. 
Mrs Winifred T Parry, 22 July, widow of Mr Charles K Parry, X-Ray Technician, 
Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory. 
Mr Roy Butler, 23 July, sometime Secretary of Faculties, University Offices, and 
Fellow of University College. 
Professor H A O (Allen) Hill FRS, Emeritus Professor of Bioinorganic Chemistry, 
Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory, Honorary Fellow of The Queen’s College and 
Wadham College. 
Mr Alan B Beardsley, 31 July, Library Engineer, Bodleian Library. 
Dr Margaret I Christie, 31 July, University Lecturer in Inorganic Chemistry, 
Inorganic Chemistry Laboratory, Emeritus Fellow of St Hilda’s College. 
Mr Brian Flitter, 5 August, husband of Mrs Jill Flitter, College Secretary, St 
Antony’s College. 
Mr Brian Knapp, 7 August, Clerk of Works, Land Agent’s Office. 
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Mrs Cynthia Floyd, 21 August, widow of Mr David R Floyd, Head of Photography, 
Department of Medical Illustration. 
Mrs Betty Porterfield, 27 August, widow of Dr James Porterfield, Emeritus Reader 
in Bacteriology, Dunn School of Pathology, Emeritus Fellow of Wadham College. 
Professor John P Fox, 30 August, Professor of Engineering Science (Biomedical 
Group), Department of Engineering Science. 
Mr Michael D Minns, 30 August, Head Porter, Corpus Christi College. 
Dr Peter J Cuff, 5 September, University Lecturer in Ancient History, Emeritus 
Fellow of Pembroke College. 
Mrs Susan F Field, 8 September, Library Assistant, Social Sciences Library. 
Mrs Margaret J Hicks, 25 September, widow of Mr Harold H Hicks, Clerk of 
Works, Land Agent’s Office. 
Professor Alan Jones, 25 September, Emeritus Professor of Classical Arabic, 
Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke and St Cross Colleges. 
Mrs Gillian A Hollis, 27 September, Scout, New College. 
Mrs Doreen E H Beviere, 5 October, widow of Mr Frank R Beviere, Technician, 
Department of Engineering Science. 
Mrs Elizabeth A Bird, 11 October, Academic Group Administrator, Ruskin College. 
Dr C Martin Edwards, 15 October, University Lecturer in Mathematics, Emeritus 
Fellow of The Queen’s College. 
Professor Peter G M Dickson FBA, 16 October, Emeritus Professor of Early 
Modern History, Emeritus Fellow of St Catherine’s College. 
Mr Malcolm Osmundson, 17 October, widower of Susan Holly, Project Manager. 
Medical Sciences Divisional Office. 
Mrs Rosemary Sloper, 18 October, Accountant, Hertford College. 
Mrs Christine Atiyah, 19 October, widow of Professor Patrick Atiyah FBA, 
Professor of English Law, Honorary Fellow of St John’s College. 
Mrs Stella Greer, 19 October, widow of Mr Brian T Greer, Messenger, University 
Offices. 
Mrs Valerie P Kemp, 20 October, Personal Assistant, History Faculty. 
Mrs Georgia Hatzis, 21 October, Invigilator, Ashmolean Museum. 
Mr Neil Hubbard, 21 October, Technician, Biomedical Services. 
Mr George MacDonald, 26 October, Scout, Christ Church. 
Mrs Evelyn Hine, 27 October, widow of Mr Anthony G Hine, Examinations Officer, 
Oxford and Cambridge Examinations Board. 
Mrs Betty M Scard, 27 October, widow of Mr Bruce Scard, Library Assistant, 
Bodleian Library. 
Professor Graham G Ross FRS, 31 October, Emeritus Professor of Theoretical 
Physics, Emeritus Fellow of Wadham College. 
Mr Colin A Wild, 31 October, widower of Mrs Laura C Wild, SCR Assistant, Corpus 
Christi College. 
Mr Richard F S Hamer, 1 November, University Lecturer in English, Emeritus 
Student of Christ Church. 
Mrs Janet Laming, 3 November, Researcher, Voltaire Foundation. 
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Mr Anthony O J Cockshut, 5 November, G M Young Lecturer in 19th-Century 
English Literature, Emeritus Fellow of Hertford College. 
Mrs Dorothy W Stock, 7 November, Cleaner, History of Medicine. 
Mrs Sylvia M Wakeley, 9 November, Invigilator, Ashmolean Museum. 
Mr Martin Curtis, 11 November, Security Officer, Security Services (Death in 
Service). 
Dr Gerald C Stone FBA, 11 November, Reader in non-Russian Slavonic 
Languages, Emeritus Fellow of Hertford College. 
Mr Donald S Richards, 12 November, University Lecturer in Arabic, Emeritus 
Fellow of St Cross College. 
Professor John F J Toye, 13 November, Senior Research Associate, Department 
of International Development. 
Dr George G MacPherson, 14 November, Emeritus Reader in Experimental 
Pathology, Emeritus Fellow of Oriel College. 
Mrs Rosemary H Cross, 15 November, Secretary, Centre for Linguistics and 
Philology. 
Dr Michael C Kaser, 15 November, Emeritus Reader in Economics, Emeritus 
Fellow of St Antony’s College, 
Mrs Betty M C Rawlings, 16 November, widow of Mr Dennis F Rawlings, 
Technician, Clarendon Laboratory. 
Dr Richard C Repp, 17 November, Master (1987- 2003) and subsequently 
Honorary Fellow of St Cross College, Honorary Fellow of Linacre College and 
Worcester College, University Lecturer in Turkish History (1965 – 2003), Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (1994 – 2003). 
Mrs Valerie Horsfield, 25 November, Library Assistant, Ruskin College. 
Mrs Margaret T King, 26 November, widow of Mr Cyril G King, Animal Technician, 
University Farm. 
Mrs Patricia M Hills, 27 November, Personal Assistant, University Offices. 
Mr Anthony D Smith, 28 November, President of Magdalen College 1988-2005, 
Honorary Fellow of Magdalen College. 
Mr Derek J Brant, 30 November, Maintenance Man, St Anne’s College (Death in 
Service). 
Miss Kay Bicknell, 1 December, Administrator, Postgraduate Medical Education 
and Training. 
Mrs Joyce Lucchesi, 1 December, widow of Dr Valerio A Lucchesi, University 
Lecturer in Italian, Emeritus Fellow of Corpus Christi College. 
Mr Wren G Wooster, 1 December, Computing Support Officer, Department of 
Engineering Science. 
Mrs Estelle M Hussain, 5 December, Housekeeper, St Antony’s College. 
Mr Lory R Rice, 7 December, Theoretical Physics.* 
Dr Francis R Le P Warner, 7 December, University Lecturer in English, Emeritus 
Fellow of St Peter’s College. 
Professor Anne M Hudson FBA, 8 December, Emeritus Professor of Medieval 
English, Honorary Fellow of Lady Margaret Hall and St Hugh’s College. 
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Dr Derek H Bergel, 9 December, University Lecturer in Physiology, Department of 
Physiology, sometime Fellow of Merton College.  
Mr Kenneth L Roberts, 9 December, Technician, Physical and Theoretical 
Chemistry Laboratory. 
Mrs Yolande A Chowdhury, 10 December, Financial Clerk, Brasenose College. 
Dr Piers C G Nye, 10 December, University Lecturer in Physiology, Department of 
Physiology, Anatomy and Genetics, Emeritus Fellow of Balliol College. 
Mr John H Townsend, 13 December, Maintenance Staff, St Edmund Hall. 
Mrs Alicia F Warwick, 14 December, Housekeeper, St Hilda’s College. 
Mr William M Cope, 15 December, SCR Butler, New College. 
Professor Fredric W Taylor, 16 December, Emeritus Halley Professor of Physics, 
Sub-Department of Atmospheric, Oceanic and Planetary Physics, Emeritus Fellow 
of Jesus College. 
Mr Leslie Roy Cooper, 17 December, Building Surveyor, Repairs and 
Maintenance Section, University Surveyor’s Office. 
Ms Merrill J J Herbert, 21 December, Database and Research Manager, 
Pembroke College. 
Mrs Rita J Coates, 22 December, widow of Mr Michael Coates, Maintenance 
Handyman, St Hugh’s College. 
Mr James A Kenny, 23 December, Boiler Attendant, Estates. 
Professor Jeffery Burley, 27 December, Emeritus Professor of Forestry, Emeritus 
Fellow of Green Templeton College. 
Mrs Maura B Dennehy, 27 December, widow of Mr Michael A Dennehy, Janitor, 
Faculty of Philosophy. 
Mrs Sonya E Lowbridge, 28 December, Scout, Green Templeton College. 
2022 
Dr John Burns, 1 January, Research Officer, Nuffield Department of Bacteriology 
and Pathology. 
Dr Cathy E King, 1 January, Departmental Research Assistant, subsequently 
Honorary Research Associate, Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Museum. 
Mr Derek J C Luke, 6 January, Reprographic Assistant, Department of 
Engineering Science. 
Mr Harry Hague, 7 January, widower of Mrs Catherine M Hague, Secretary, 
Department of Experimental Psychology. 
Mrs Julia Parker, 8 January, University Lecturer in Social Administration, 
Department of Applied Social Studies and Social Research. 
Mrs Carol L Holder, 11 January, Administrator, Nuffield Laboratory of 
Ophthalmology. 
Mr John B Cooke, 15 January, Technician, Museum of Natural History. 
Sir David Cox FBA, FRS, 18 January, Warden of Nuffield College 1988-94, 
Honorary Fellow of Nuffield College. 
Sir Crispin Tickell, 25 January, Warden of Green College 1990-7, Honorary 
Fellow of Green Templeton College. 
 



 

 

Change of Address 

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 

Name: 

 

My address has changed 

From: 

 

 

 

To: 

 

 

 

E-mail: 
 

To ensure that the Newsletter reaches you regularly, will you please record any 
change in the address to which the magazines should be sent on the above form 
and send it to: 
The Membership Secretary, AOUP, 24 Marlborough Road, Banbury, OX16 5DQ  
or by email to: aoup-membership@admin.ox.ac.uk 
 
Notifications of death should also be sent to the Membership Secretary. 

 
 
 
 

THE ASSOCIATION OF OXFORD UNIVERSITY PENSIONERS website: 
http://www.aoup.ox.ac.uk 

Do have a look at the website, and feel free to make suggestions about what you would like to 
see on the pages. 
 
We encourage AOUP members to post photos on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/143862136306717 
 
Pictures of past trips can be found there, plus posts from members about their various hobbies 
and activities, including local walks and wildlife. 
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